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Margo and Jack McGinnis enjoying the company of John Sawruk (right) at the 2004 POCI Convention
in Joplin. John passed away on November 12 after many battles with cancer.

In remembrance of John SawrukIn remembrance of John Sawruk



THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FOR
THE GREATER OZARKS CHAPTER OF

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL
Recognized as Chapter Number 54

on the 13th day of July 1990

The GO-POCI News is the monthly publication of THE GREATER
OZARKS CHAPTER of PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB
INTERNATIONAL. It is free of charge to paid charter members. Its
purposes are to promote the restoration and enthusiasm of Pontiac,
Oakland and GMC automobiles and trucks, as well as offer club
information at local and national levels. Active members are those having
full participation rights. Associated members are family members of an
active member.

Portions of this newsletter may have been used or reproduced without
the express written consent of any sanctioning body whatsoever in order
to inform the membership about the article in question. It is only the
intention of the GO-POCI News to express a positive image of the
Pontiac-Oakland-GMC story, POCI, and its membership.

To submit materials, send them to the editor at the address listed. We
have no deadlines. We need your input and encourage you to send it in.
If the material is not original, let us know who to give credit to, and if
you need it back please make that clear.

How to join — Fill out the application form and mail with the
appropriate fee to the address provided. You need not own a Pontiac,
Oakland or GMC vehicle to join.

Annual membership fees: Active membership national, $31.00; Local
family membership, $15.00. Dues should be sent directly to the address
listed for the respective local and national memberships. Membership
application forms are printed in the newsletter for you to use in order to
join. If you would like more information on the club, you are welcome
to contact any of the officers listed above.

2

President Bill Gravlin
2068 W. Cantebury St.
Springfield Mo.  65810
Email: gravrentals@mchsi.com
Home (417) 887-3226

Vice-President Frank Hicks
4630 S. Farm Road 71
Republic, Mo.  65738

   Email: FLH8855@aol.com
Home (417) 732-2226

Secretary Joannah Mahnken
4531 S. Ridgecrest Ave.
Springfield, Mo.  65810
Home (417) 887-7327

Treasurer Paul Pulasky
P.O. Box 426
Alba Mo.  64830
Email: pulaskyp@ckt.net
Home (417) 525-4646

Editor Jeff Harper
5114 E. Farm Road 192
Rogersville, Mo.  65742
Email: jbharper@ix.netcom.com
Home (417) 882-1729
Work (417) 837-1339

Directors Jim Campbell (417) 736-2946
Richard Coombs (417) 881-1997
Danny Obert (417) 232-5053

Director Emeritus Arthur Barrett POCI board of
directors member
(417) 466-3081

artbarret@netzero.com

December 2 Club meeting
Shoney’s N. Glenstone, Spfld.
7:30 p.m. for the meeting.

January 24 GO-POCI Christmas Party
Highland Springs Country Club

Hi gang...

Hope you are all doing well. We have been doing
fine, while keeping quite busy.

We have lost a giant in the Pontiac Nation, as you
see on the cover, in the passing of John Sawruk. Most
of you know who John was and what he meant to us
enthusiasts. I learned of his passing in the Nutmeg
Chapter newsletter, “The Drumbeat.” I am re-printing
a obituary that was printed in that newsletter. I had
the pleasure of meeting John several times at POCI
and GTOAA Conventions. He was always gracious
and took time to talk to anyone who had a question
for him. I also got to enjoy dinner with him and his
wife Marge at the 2004 Convention at one of the
banquets. Lovely people. Those of us who own late
60s to early 2000s Pontiacs can look at our cars and
know there is a little piece of John’s heart in them.

As you read this the GO-POCI calendars should be
printing. I hope to have them at the Dec. meeting,
BUT, they may not be ready by then. I will work to get
them to each of you as soon as possible as I know
many of you wanted to have them for the holidays.

Of the nominations for Chapter officers that I
received, none nominated anyone other than our
current officers, and none of our current officers told
me they would not do the job. So all officers are
running unopposed, there is a ballot included herein.
Over the years many cars have sacrificed their parts
and trees have died to bring you the privilege to vote
in this club, so do your duty. Ballots will be counted
at the December meeting to make it official. There
shouldn’t be any need for a re-count or concern for
hanging chads.

Please note the date for the Christmas Party has
been changed from what was discussed at the
November meeting as John Piatchek had a conflict
with the original date.

See you soon...
Jeff Harper



Hello Fellow Pontiacers:   
Many thanks to Joannah for presiding over the November
meeting. In regard to our holiday party,  John Piatchek is
in contact with Highland Springs and it appears we will
be able to secure Saturday, January 24th, John will be
out of town on the 9th. Please bring your check for the
holiday party payable to Paul Pulasky to the next meeting.

Welcome to Jack and Chris Phillips as new members.
Please keep them in our prayers as their daughter is going
through cancer treatments as well as Jacob Meyer, son
of Jeremy and Candice Meyer, grandson of Arthur and
Dee Barrett.

Please get your ballots to Jeff on or before the next
meeting.

Our next meeting will be held  December 2nd at Shoney's
on N Glenstone, meeting time 7:30, come earlier if having
dinner.

Bill Gravlin
President
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The general meeting of the Greater
Ozarks Pontiac Oakland Club
International was called to order by
Secretary Joannah Mahnken on Tuesday
November 4, 2008, at Shoney’s
Restaurant on N. Glenstone in Springfield,
Missouri with 15 members in attendance.

Motion was made by Richard Coombs
and seconded by John Piatchek that the
minutes of the October meeting as they
appeared in the Newsletter be approved.
 Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:  None

Old Business:

Club Christmas Party – John Piatchek
reported that Twin Oaks Country Club
will be closed in January for renovations.
 Price of meals has increased at Highland
Springs and the Saturday dates of
January 10 or 17 were not available.
Fridays January 9 or 16 were available.
 Price per couple would be approximately
$65, including gratuity.  The menu would
be shrimp and prime rib, potato, vegetable
and dessert (pie or cake) and drink (not
alcoholic) for that price. Discussion was
held.  Motion was made by Richard
Coombs and seconded by Larry Allen to
have the party at Highland Springs
Country Club on Friday, January 9, 2009.
 Motion carried.  Motion was made by
Jack McGinnis and seconded by Richard
Coombs to have the Club pay the
additional cost of the meal over $25 per
person so the cost is still $50 per couple

for members.  Motion carried.  Motion
was made by John Piatchek and
seconded by Jack McGinnis to have social
hour at 6:30 p.m. and dinner at 7:30 p.m.
 Motion carried.  Party entertainment was
discussed.  John Piatchek has a video of
Cruisin’ The Coast, but we would have
to rent a TV.  Jeff Harper said he could
contact Tim Dye in Oklahoma if he would
be interested in giving his presentation
on Pontiac history/memorabilia.  We
would need to pay for his dinner and
guest’s dinner.  John Piatchek also said
the Ozarks Antique Auto Club has enjoyed
a group of student performers who sing
and dance and perform skits.  Cost would
be around $100.  He will check into price
and availability.  We will need 25 people
to attend in order to get special pricing,
so please contact any officer with your
RSVP and send your check to Paul
Pulasky for $50 or pay at the next
meeting.

Tech session at Ozarks Technical
Community College - John Piatchek said
it was still being planned, but had not
been scheduled.

Correction to October minutes – It was
incorrectly written that the Ozarks Antique
Auto Club and the Mustang Club will
contribute $300 for music for the Shultz
& Dooley’s Cruise-In.  The Mustang Club
will contribute $75 towards music.

Club Calendar – Jeff has enough pictures
for one car picture per page, but you are
still welcome to send him pictures of your
car and he can put more than one picture

per page.  Commitments are still being
taken.  Target date is still December
meeting or at the January 9 Christmas
party.

Nominations for officers are still being
taken.

New Business:

Joannah Mahnken announced that the
Cruise, “The Bandit Run” will start in
Branson, MO on May 9 or 10, 2009.  The
route is to be announced, but will travel
through several states.

Committees for Regional Show in 2009
– Tentative Committees were announced
and asked members to start thinking
about commitments and sign up.  If you
are interested in serving on a committee,
please contact an officer.

Promotions/Advertising (T-shirt art, fliers,
contacting Smoke Signals, other
websites) – Jack Phillips, Larry Allen

Sponsorships/Donations (underwriting
costs, door prizes)– Sarah Obert

Dash Plaques – Larry Allen

Trophies – Jack Phillips

Judges -

Motion was made by Richard Coombs
and seconded by Jack McGinnis to
adjourn the meeting.

Greater Ozarks Pontiac Oakland Club International
GENERAL MEETING — NOVEMBER 4, 2008



WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 05, 2008 12:41 PM, CST

My MRI was clear!!!! I couldn't be more relieved. We needed
some good news and are prayers were answered. This gives
a positive boost for everyone and helps me to keep fighting this
battle. Tomorrow is my oncoloigst appointment, so I'll let everyone
know how that goes. Thanks for the continued prayers! It's just
so amazing how many people are supporting us during this
challenging time.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2008 10:41 AM, CST

I can't say the last week has been good. I saw my oncologist
last Thursday and just don't get a good feeling about her. She's
not very upbeat, doesn't talk positive about anything, just not
a real good bedside manner. My previous oncologist was
great...no matter the situation he would make you feel good
and was real positive. You know when I had the PET scan and

I was told that it showed that there might be a lymph node
involved in the diaphram area and we did a CT and it did not
show up there. So, my radiation dr told me she looked at the
film herself and didn't see anything and there was nothing there.
My oncologist said that since that is what the PET scan said
that we were going to treat it like there is a lymph node involved.
I was so confused and frustrated by that I could have screamed.
She said "You guys look confused", I said yes we are b/c were
getting conflicting information. So, if I continue to see her I would
be doing more chemo in two weeks, repeat scans when I'm
done and see if it shows up. I repeat my MRI of the brain in 2
months. I'm was still complaining of pain in my legs and back
and I started having numbness and tingling in my toes and feet
and the tips if my fingers. For that she changed my pain meds,
and told me that my pain and weakness was from the steroids.
Which is what my radiation dr.said but I continue to question it.
I didn't think we got our questions answered. She asked if we
wanted a second opinion and of course I said yes. She said "I
don't think you are going to be happy here" I was a little shocked
that she actually said that.

So I'm going for a second opinion at Barnes Jewish Hospital in
St. Louis, there's a cancer center there called Siteman. They
are suppose to call me today with an appointment.If they don't
call today, I'm going to go on-line and request an oppointment
at Mayo in Rohcester, MN

That's not all. Monday I had gone to Spfld with a friend and
when we got home logan was asleep. I carried him in and fell
going into my house from the garage. I was going up the steps
and my legs gave out. Nobody was hurt, just more scared. I
had already put a call into my dr. that morning b/c my weakness
was worse and my numbness was worse also. I had to call
them back at 4:00 and told them that I fell, they called right back
and said that I should go to the ER and get checked out.
Went to the ER and was a little dehyrated and my potassium
was low. They gave me fluids and some potassium and gave
me a referral to a neurologist to get my weakness and numbness
looked at. Tuesday I saw her and they did a nerve conduction
study to check for a certain type of neuropathy. Didn't come
back positive for that. The neuropathy is from my past chemo
drugs and gave me a prescription for that. Told me the same
thing about the weakness and pain in my legs. that it's from the
steroids and should do physical therapy for that. I'm having
another MRI on Monday of the Thorasic spine, which test higher
up on the spine.

So, with all of that I still feel like I'm not getting good answers
from the doctors. I just don't understand why someone could
have this much pain from past chemotherapy. I know people
who have it but I didn't know it was this painful. I'm just trying
to take it easy and have faith in the doctors. I'm suppose to
hear something from Siteman today, so let's hope they can see
me soon. i"m going to try and download some new pics, so look
for those soon.

I've been getting a lot of phone calls at home, so If I haven't
returned your call, it's just b/c I'm so overwhelmed with them
right now. You can always e-mail me too. I will try and return
calls but if I don't, don't be take it personal. Keep the prayers
coming and thanks for all your support.

You can read Amy’s updates on the following web site:

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/amyparker
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From Jacob Myers treatment journal:

From Amy Parker’s treatment journal:
(Daughter-in-law of Jack and Chris Phillips)

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2008 09:41 PM, CST

Jacob just got home last night from his last round in KC. He
had a lot of fun playing with Darlynn while he was there. They
had a picnic.

Tonight the boys and I are camping in the living room watching
Kung Fu Panda.

Jacob is doing pretty well but he is having to stay in as his
counts are starting to drop again. He lost all of his hair in August,
crew it back in October and now it is starting to fall out again.

We also have been trying to keep Josie and Jacob seperate as
she has a case of pink eye.

Karry another CMH patient earned her angel wings this week
so please keep her family and all of our other CMH friends in
your prayers. Jacob is just over half way done.

You can read the Myers’ updates on Jacob’s treatement
on the following web site:

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jacobmeyer
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John is presenting
monies here to Arnie for
Arnie’s recovery fund.
At the time, John had

recently received word
his cancer was in

remission  and had very
moving words to say
about he and Arnie’s

recoveries to good
health.

Arnie Beswick and John
Sawruk at the 2004
POCI Convention. I
believe John had
spearheaded a fund to
help pay for Arnie’s
medical bills following
the fire Arnie went
through in the Tameless
Tiger. At the very least,
John had made a
significant personal
contribution to the fund
and was encouraging all
attendees to chip in.
That’s the kind of guy
John was.

In remembrance
of John Sawruk



Sawruk, John M., PE, age 61, of White Lake; passed
away on November 12, 2008, at his home with his family
by his side.

John was a licensed Professional Engineer, receiving his
Mechanical Engineering degree from Newark College of
Engineering and his MBA from Wayne State. He devoted
his entire 34-year career to Pontiac Engineering. After his
retirement in 2002, he wrote a regular column in several
Pontiac automotive magazines, and was a regular
contributor to two major car club publications. Upon his
retirement, he continued to be enthusiastic about cars,
attending the annual National Convention of the Pontiac-
Oakland Club, International, and the GTO Association of
America from 1983-present. He was a member of St.
Patrick Church and held memberships in many
organizations, such as, Tau Beta Pi and Pi Tau Sigma
(honorary engineering societies) and Theta Chi fraternity
as well as many car clubs.

John loved collecting Lionel toy trains and Pontiac
memorabilia including what he referred to as “trash and
trinkets” as long as it was Pontiac related.  During his
career, he became the official historian for PMD in addition
to his engineering duties. He could spit out camshaft
numbers like you wouldn’t believe, but don’t ask him when
his parent’s anniversary was! He had a stint as the head
of Pontiac Motorsports for several years and always got
a kick out of Dale Earnhardt calling him, “Mr. Pontiac.” A
highlight of his career was being presented with the
prestigious Boss Kettering Award from GM related to a
patent he received for an intake manifold on the 4-cylinder,
“Iron Duke” engine. He was very proud of the fact that his
father served on the battleship North Carolina during
WWII. His car friends referred to him as a walking
encyclopedia, or some called him Yoda, but to the family
he was just Dad or Sweetheart.

The Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Monday, November
17, 2008, at 11 a.m. at St. Patrick Catholic Church. Mr.
Sawruk will lie in state at church from 10 a.m. until Mass.
Internment at White Lake Cemetery, White Lake. Please,
in lieu of flowers, consider donations specifically to cancer
research at the University of Michigan or Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Research in New York City.

Visit www.mem.com and leave a tribute.

The above obituary was published in the November edition
of “The Drumbeat,” newsletter of the Nutmeg Chapter of
POCI.
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Ballot for GO-POCI officer voting
Vote on this ballot and bring to the DECEMBER meeting
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“In the automotive business since 1919”

New-Used-Commercial Sales
Parts Department
Complete Service
Collision Center

1555 E.
INDEPENDENCE

SPRINGFIELD, MO.

Phone 417-866-6611,
1-800-762-1919 or
Visit our web site,

www.thompsonsales.com



Dues are per year $31 U.S.A., $33 Canada
$42 All others

PONTIAC-OAKLAND CLUB
P.O. Box 539

Victor, NY  14564

Dues are $15 per year
GO-POCI CHAPTER OF POCI

Paul Pulasky
P.O. Box 426

Alba, Mo  64830

Bill Gravlin
2068 W. Cantebury St.
Springfield Mo.  65810

PONTIAC-OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Owner

Year

Address

City

Telephone number(s)

Style Number Cyls

State Zip

GREATER OZARKS CHAPTER
PONTIAC-OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
(requires International membership)

Owner

Year

Address

City

Telephone number(s)

Style Number Cyls

State Zip
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